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proceeds to an inquiry into the proper treatment, and decides in this case in 
favour of excisioii rather than of the ligature. The dangers of excision he 
regards as trivial, while the great superiority which it possesses over the liga¬ 
ture in the speedy removal of the growth is universally admitted. 

The operation, which proved completely successful, was performed by placing 
the patient in the position for lithotomy. Two assistants kept the thighs pro” 
perly bent, while a third made pressure on the hypogastric region. The opera¬ 
tor having introduced a bivalve speculum, incised the two commissures of the 
cervix uteri with a probe-pointed bistoury, which permitted the polypus to 
enter the vagina. The speculum was then withdrawn, and two hooks being 
placed in the tumour it was gradually drawn down to the vulva. The operation 
was then completed hy excising the pedicle of the polypus with a pair of curved 

scissors. The patient perfectly recovered_ Ibid, from Gazette des Uopitaux, 

Jan. 8, 1842. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

53. Mechanical Lesions of the Eye —Dr. O’Beirne has published in the Dub. 
lied. Press a curious case in which a small nail was accidentally driven into the 
eyeball, and lodged there for many days. 

The patient, a woman, said that, while shaking a carpet, she felt something 
sharp strike with force against her right eye. She became sick immediately, and 
shortly afterwards she found on her apron a gelatinous substance, which is sup¬ 
posed to have been the lens. When admitted into the hospital, there was so 
much tumefaction and ecchymosis of the eye that the cornea could scarcely be 
perceived except at one point, where there was seen to be a depression, from 
which a bloody fluid oozed out. There was no appearance of any foreign sub¬ 
stance in the eye; and indeed the woman herself said that the nail had been 
found on the carpet. In spite of the most active antiphlogistic treatment, the 
inflammation and suffering increased for nearly a fortnight: and then an eschar 
formed about the centre of the cornea. Upon making a puncture there, a con¬ 
siderable quantity of purulent matter flowed out with decided relief to the symp¬ 
toms. Dr. O’B. while making the puncture, thought that he felt the point 
of his lancet strike upon a hard substance, and therefore snspected that some¬ 
thing was lodged in the eyeball. On the following day, his suspicions were 
confirmed; and he then extracted, not without some difficulty, a flat-headed nail 
of about three quarters of an inch in length. The inflammation quickly sub¬ 
sided; hut, as a matter of course, the sight of this eye was irrecoverably lost. 

MM. Cunicr and Sliccenart have related cases in the first vol. of the Annates 
iTOculisliquc , where fragments of fulminating capsules had been driven into the 
eye. In one case an entire capsule was extracted between two and three months 
after the occurrence of the accident.— lied. Chirurg. Hev. July, 1842. 

54. JVounds of the Supra-eiliary Region. —M. Constatt has, in the first vol¬ 
ume of the Annates d'Ocvlistitjue , established by numerous historical and ne- 
croscopic researches that the blindness, which sometimes follows wounds of the 
supra-eiliary region, is, in almost every case, owing to some other cause than to 
an injury of the frontal nerve, as is usually imagined. M. W r alther, in a recent 
number of the Journal der Chirurgie und Augenhcilkunde , alludes to several 
cases in which no blindness occurred, although this nerve had been positively 
divided either accidentally, or designedly, for the relief of neuralgia. 

When loss cf sight follows wounds about the forehead, he is inclined to attri¬ 
bute it to some simultaneous derangement of the organs contained within the 
orbit or the cranium, and not to any direct injury of the frontal nerve. 

M. Walther endeavours to show that there is no direct communication between 
the frontal nerve and either the optic nerve or the retina; that even with the 
ciliary system of nerves its communication is only indirect through the medium 
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l ,h * n r: n T. e , ; and J tbat impressions on it. (tl,e frontal.) are transmitted to 
V S V ,e m r dmm , of ,he encephalon. According t 0 this.view, there 
is therefore no direct, but only a reflex, continuity of action. 

The nutrition of the eye is disturbed by any lesion of the mtnglionarv ner- 

Ir U one T ma ’ *’r®' d ' slr , i, ; uted 0,1 ‘his organ. Thus diseases of the^eck, 
l" 11 ®onions performed in this part, will sometimes produce ophthalmia, or 
alro l ,hy of th ® eye- If, then, says M. Wallher, lesions of ihe great sym¬ 
pathetic nerve have so marked an effect on vision, why should not an injury ofa 

was no Obvious commotion either of the eyeball or of the encephalon. The 
bhndness in this case was owing not to amaurosis but to the presence of a cata- 

oSLrr.°ito! q ju e |y“ 84a!' ? ° f nUUi,io11 ° f ,he eye bein S d '««bed.-A*d. 

I. j’/’r Exn P ,M '‘ ,m ’ rl i with (Edema af the Conjunctiva, and Opacity of the CrvstaJ- 
hne Lea, m a Puerperal Woman, lty M. Blandin.-A woman forty-one via" 
of age, was delivered, after a tedious labour, on December 3d, 1841. ^ For fifteen 
fhJnT U " usual I symptom occurred, but on the sixteenth and seventeenth day 
the patient was attacked by a violent shivering fit. On the eighteenth dav howl 

wrnds 8 tfTTf' 1 fr °r m , hos P i , tal 10 her own home, and ^“daya’aner- 
wards suffered from febrile attacks, though they were no longer preceded by 
severe shivering. From the 25th of December the right eye began 10 projecf 
he IT™ 1 suffering little beyond a sense of weight in the head, principally in 
the suprarorbitar region Vision was at first unimpaired, but failed as the ex- 
ophthalinia increased, and at last the patient became quite blind of that side. In 
this condition the patient applied to M. Blandin. at the Hotel Dieu. There was 
then considerable prominence of the right eye, the conjunctiva of the globe waB 

the aoiipmn T ’ and SW0 ! len ; . and evidently infiltrated. The cornea was natural, 
he aqu ous humou, retained its transparency, and there was no evident change 

flnenc I K C “ f 1 ,e lr,S ’ bul “ lad 1031 its c °ntraclility, and the eye was unin- 
and of o 1*. t0 ,? sl 'epf? M-t. The crystalline lens appeared opaque, 
al| d nroi n1 ,n ?i’ tnllk " w J? lt e colour; the anterior membranes of the lens hem?, i„ 

?he P na n I , 5 ’ "rf l ,° f ‘ he ° pacity - The Tolumo of ,he S lob e was normal" 
he 16 affPC , d f ar, j wasi inconsiderable, and no tumefaction existed of 

rbei "* elle - al perfect and the 

„o!,"„ l "r.r m m kS On ,h f. ca8e M - Blandin offers observations on the diag¬ 
nosis or the affection. Some ramifications of the conjunctiva gave exit to a smaU 
quantity of pus from Us inferior external portion. From that Ume Ihe eyVgm- 
d .“ ! ly rr tl l e ‘ ,, l ed lnU> , ll| R orbit, and from these circumstances M. Blandin coa- 
cludes that there existed a small abscess behind the eye. The cause of the 
formation of this abscess is open debate. It might hi one of those purulent 
deposits occasionally met with in puerperal women. M. Blandin, however re 

fs’llkewirlr 89 d"', 6 rpsuU ,°r r'.IHmis, probably of the ophthalmic vein. ’He 
is likewise disposed to regard the affection as altogether analogous to phlegmasia 
dolcnt. in which disease the femoral vein becomes ohliierated, just as here’ in all 
probab'luy, the ophthalmic vein was. On any other supposition the opacity of 
the capsule of the crystalline lens does not admit of explanation; white, in two 
Other instances in which this lesion of the ophthalmic vein was discovered after 
death, precisely this condition of the crystalline tens had been noticed durir.o 

Z 5 ^““ * ***• M Rn -' 0ct - I81a ’ front Gazette 

. r bb - 7Wmfn( «f Leueoma by IheMm into the Cornea. By D. Holscher - 
Two cases are related in which this treatment was adopted! The case which 
suggested ,t was that of a girl, twenty-two years old, wlfo had loetthe“eft^e 
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from purulent ophthalmia in infancy, and in whom the right was almost blind 
from leucoma of nearly the whole cornea. Various means had been used in 
vain. The author, therefore, made an artificial pupil by drawing the iris 
through the cornea and excising a portion of it. Severe inflammation ensued 
which was with difficulty managed; but three months after, the patient not only 
had a good artificial pupil, but the cornea had become much less leucomatous, 
and this especially at the part where the incision through it had been made. 
The next bad case of leucoma, therefore, which the author met with, he treated 
as follows: the patient was a lad fourteen years old, who had lost his right 
eye from purulent ophthalmia in infancy, and had leucoma of nearly all the 
left cornea. At four different times, with intervals of eight days, a common 
cataract knife was passed into the cornea as deep as possible without pene¬ 
trating it, and was drawn out with a sliding motion. After the first three times 
no inflammation ensued; therefore, afier the fourth, some tinct. opii was dropped 
into the wound three times a day. Severe inflammation set in, but it was mode¬ 
rated by local bleeding, and the treatment by opium was continued for two 
months. The leucoma became gradually less, and the patient who could at first 
only discern light from darkness, became able to guide himself in walking, and 
to perceive the window-frames in his room. The second case was that of a man 
forty years old, who had leucoma of one eye from gonorrhceal ophthalmia. It 
had been variously but vainly treated for a year. The author made incisions 
into the cornea twice, with an interval of fourteen days. After the second, a 
tolerably severe inflammation ensued which required active treatment. As soon 
as it had ceased, sulphate of zinc and tincture of opium were again dropped into 
the eye, and after a year and a half, not a trace of leucoma could be seen.— Ibid. 
from Holscher's Hannoversche Jlnnalen^ Sept. 1841. 

[Further evidence of the safety as well as efficacy of this plan of treatment 
will be required, before we shall be induced to repose any confidence in it.]] 

57. Local employment of Calomel in Ophthalmia Neonatinrum .—A short time 
since, Dr. Kluge began to use calomel as a local application in cases of oph¬ 
thalmia of new-horn infants which came under his care in the lying-in depart¬ 
ment of the Charite at Berlin. The results were extremely fortunate, and Pr. v. 
Siebold of Gottingen, who was induced to try the remedy, has obtained from its 
employment very great success. 

The manner of introducing the calomel into the eye is by means of a camel’s 
hair pencil loaded with the powder, which is shaken from it into the eye, while 
an assistant separates the lids. In the treatment of the ophthalmia neonatorum 
this remedy may be had recourse to as soon as the first traces of the disease ap¬ 
pear, and its employment once daily is then in general sufficient. After the 
lapse of from half an hour to two hours, according to the quantity of the secre¬ 
tion, the eye may ho washed from the powder, and the ordinary rules as to 
cleanliness be attended to. In severe cases the application may be repeated 
twice every day; but when the disease is mild a single application daily suffices 
to effect a cure in from four to ten days, if the remedy had been had recourse 
to from the outset. The more severe and intractable forms of the discaso do not 
appear to have been benefited by tho local employment of the calomel.— Ibid. 
from Mcdicinische Zcitutigi June 8, 1842, 


MIDWIFERY. 

58. PuerperalFtrer in Doncaster. — Robert Storrs, Esq., of Doncaster, relates, 
in the Prov. Med. Jnum ., April 23, 1842, several cases of puerperal fever which 
occurred in his practice during the months of January, February, and March, 
1941, followed by some interesting remarks on what he considers to be the true 
origin of the disease. “ During the whole of the winter of 1840-1,” he ob¬ 
serves, 44 erysipelas, typhus fever, and scarlatina of a malignant form, prevailed 



